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Senate Bill 13-245:  With wildfire season starting earlier than usual, citizens can only hope that SB 245 will be on the fast track to passage and signature by the Governor. The bill establishes the Colorado Firefighting Air Corps (CFAC) in the Division of Fire Prevention and Control of the Department of Public Safety (DPC), and specifically “directs the DFPC to purchase and retrofit firefighting aircraft or to contract for such aircraft and supporting services.” 

   The CFAC is to be compromised of “aircraft, personnel, facilities and equipment necessary to conduct aerial firefighting.” Reimbursement rates for CFAC assets used to assist aerial firefighting efforts of other jurisdictions must be established by the director of DFPC. 
   Background provided in the fiscal impact statement:
· aerial firefighting is commonly employed in the wildfire setting;

· the use of aircraft depends on an evaluation of flight hazards on a case-by-case basis; 
· such evaluation may result in flight operations being routinely suspended in the event of poor visibility and in night-time hours; and 

· weather conditions in Colorado hinder all types of aerial firefighting operations when wind speeds exceed 30 miles-per-hour. 

   Aerial firefighting uses several types of aircraft – large air tankers (LATs), single-engine air tankers (SEATs), tactical planes, leased planes, helicopters and smoke jumpers. Colorado’s current firefighting planes totaled 20 during the July 2012 census by DFPC – 17 were owned or contracted by a federal agency and 3 were contracted by the state through DFPC. 

   Coloradans can sleep a little easier knowing this last piece of information:  “Based on the distribution of 19 air tanker based in the state and the mix of federal- and state-procured aircraft assigned to these bases, the DFPC reports that a fire anywhere in the state can be reached by current firefighting aircraft with an average of 20 to 30 minutes flight time.” 

   The fiscal impact analysis includes this from the DFPC’s 2013 Provisional Wildfire Preparedness Plan:  “Due to natural fuels build-up and increased population in wildland-urban interface areas, wildfires that exceed the control efforts of local and county resources are becoming more common and more complex.” 
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-245:  Senators Steve King (R-Mesa) 866-3077 and Cheri Jahn (D-Jefferson) 866-4856. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives. 

House Bill 13-1251:  HB 1251 concerns collection of a DNA sample from offenders convicted of a misdemeanor, and will require any offender convicted of a class 1, 2, or 3 misdemeanor offense on or after July 1, 2013, to provide his or her DNA. Under current law, an offender must provide a DNA sample if the offense involved unlawful sexual conduct, or a felony offense. 
Sponsors of House Bill 13-1251:  Representative Dan Pabon (D-Denver) 866-2954; and Senator John P. Morse (D-El Paso) 866-6364. 

House Bill 13-1271:  A statewide child abuse reporting hotline (the hotline) will be developed and implemented by the Department of Human Services (DHS) if HB 1271 passes and is signed by the Governor. A steering committee to be established pursuant to the provision of the bill is to submit recommendations to the executive director of the DHS and the State Board of Human Services by July 1, 2014. 

   The bill requires such a hotline to be operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and is required to “create a formal process for county departments of human services to opt to have the state department receive reports and inquiries on behalf of the county after hours or for another county to receive reports after hours or on a short-term basis. 
   With all the devastating information disclosed in the Failed to Death series published in the Denver Post, HB 1271 is another piece of legislation that should be on the fast track for passage and signature by the Governor.

Lead Sponsors of House Bill 12-1271:  Representatives Jonathan Singer (D-Boulder) 866-2780, and Jenise May (D-Adams) 866-2945; and Senators Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe/Denver) 866-4846, and Jeanne Nicholson (D-Boulder, Denver, Gilpin, Jefferson) 866-4873.

Senate Bill 13-201:  This one from the warm and fuzzy department. SB 201, if passed and signed by the Governor, designates dogs (canis lupus familiaris) and cats (felis catus) that are adopted from Colorado animal shelters and rescues as the state pets of the state of Colorado. Our new state pets will be honored with a painting that will be commissioned as is the procedure for other state emblems and symbols which are included in the state symbols and emblems brochure. The painting will be installed in the exhibition area of Mr. Brown’s Attic at the Capitol. For those not aware of Mr. Brown’s Attic, it is well worth checking out – a real treat.

   SB 201 was referred to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation.

Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-201:  Senator Any Kerr (D-Jefferson) 866-4859; and Representative Brittany Petterson (D-Jefferson) 866-2939.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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